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I want to thank my two colleagues, Jodi Hansen and Tom Stanwyck for their great opening up of God’s Word for you during my time away.  It’s a sign of a healthy flock when there are elders and other pastoral staff members who can come in on nearly a moment’s notice and teach God’s Word with conviction, passion, and clarity. Tom and Jodi, it’s an honor to serve with you in the life and ministry of 2nd Street.

It’s good to gather together here with you this morning, and to once again open up our hearts and minds up to what God wants to say to us about the GOSPEL, and how God longs wants the GOSPEL to make real differences in our lives and in the world.  This morning we’ll continue our journey through MARK 14.  Beginning in MARK 14:32, we come to the agony of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.  And as we dig into these verses, I can’t help but be confronted once again with the age-old question …

“DID THE CROSS OF JESUS CHRIST REALLY HAVE TO HAPPEN?”

It seems odd, timing-wise, that we’d find ourselves focusing on the CROSS … focusing on the end of Jesus Christ’s earthly life and ministry right now, just days after focusing on and celebrating His birth in Bethlehem.  But as I taught on Sunday, 18 December, the MANGER and the CROSS will always be intentionally and intimately intertwined … and this is God’s plan and heart for us to understand as people who are seeking Him, and who’ve taken the step of surrendering our lives to Him and following Him as our TEACHER, our SAVIOR, and our LORD.

MARK 14:32-34 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

32 They came to a place named Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples, “Sit here until I have prayed.”
33 And He took with Him Peter and James and John, and began to be very distressed and troubled.
34 And He said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved to the point of death; remain here and keep watch.”

The Garden of Gethsemane can still be found just East of Jerusalem’s Temple mount, across the Kidron Valley on the lower slopes of the Mount of Olives.  Both then and now the Garden of Gethsemane is a garden-like area filled with ancient olive trees … and in fact, the word Gethsemane literally means olive press and was a place where olives from the trees nearby were broken open and crushed so that their oil could come forth.

Olive oil was used in Jesus’ day, not just for cooking … but also as hairdressing, as a medicinal salve, and as fuel in lamps.  And just as olives from the Garden of Gethsemane were crushed and used to meet real needs, on the very night we’re reading about in these verses from MARK 14 Jesus Christ would begin the process of crushing that would end with His death on the cross.  Gang, this is a passage of God’s Word that you and I as followers of Jesus Christ should almost be afraid to read, because of the way it seems to intrude into the private agony of Jesus!

Jesus asks eight of His disciples to stay back … and yet you and I, through God’s Word are invited in.  So again, it seems voyeuristic to look in on what is happening here.  And it’s here that I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON … 

FAITH LESSON 1
 
Let’s live out our life with God in ways INTENTIONAL, CONSISTENT, and VISIBLE, so that Jesus invites us to go to places of spiritual intimacy and sacrifice with Him.

Jesus takes His disciples with Him out of the city, down into the Kidron Valley, and then back up the Mount of Olives.  After arriving in the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus tells eight of His disciples to stay at a certain area and pray (remember that Judas had already left), and then travels further into Gethsemane with Peter, James, and John, the same three who accompanied Him privately to the home of Jairus in MARK 5, and up the Mount of Transfiguration in MARK 9.  And while traveling on with these three, Jesus’ anxiety level goes up and up and He becomes very distressed and troubled … and says that His soul was deeply grieved to the point of death.

Let’s look more closely at the words used here to describe Jesus on this night … and remember that this is Peter’s first person, eyewitness account of what was happening in the Garden of Gethsemane.

· Jesus became distressed (ekthambeō) meaning to be alarmed (MARK 9:15; 16:5-6).
· Jesus became troubled (adēmoneō) meaning to be in extreme anguish (PHILIPPIANS 2:26).
· Jesus said His soul (psyche) meaning His inner, self-conscious life was overwhelmed with great sorrow (perilypos) meaning He was so deeply grieved it threatened to extinguish His life (MARK 6:26)
· This prompted Jesus to tell His disciples to remain where they were … to keep watch (grēgoreite) and to stay alert.

What we’re seeing here is the full impact of His upcoming arrest, beating, and death and all the spiritual consequences wrapped up in what would happen over the course of the next few days is striking Jesus Christ, and He’s staggering under the weight of it all.  We’re seeing the prospect of Jesus Christ’s alienation from His Father for the first time ever … and it’s horrifying to Him.

Jesus had long-known that the CROSS was the will of God the Father – that at the end of His three years of public ministry, that He Himself would become the final sacrifice for sins … not an unknowing sacrificial animal, and not a victim of circumstances, but the Son of God, willingly choosing to lay down His life for you and for me.
I don’t believe it was the PHYSICAL HORRORS of His impending torture and crucifixion (no matter how horrible) that affected Jesus so deeply on this night in the Garden of Gethsemane.  I believe it was the SPIRITUAL HORRORS of the cross … the horror the Apostle Paul writes of in SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:21 when he says …

SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:21 (GOOD NEWS TRANSLATION)

21 Christ was without sin, but for our sake God made Him share our sin in order that in union with Him we might share God’s righteousness.

Gang, this surrender that Jesus Christ made for you and for me – to become sin on our behalf – this is what made Jesus distressed and troubled, deeply grieved to the point of death.  Here’s what the author of The New Testament book of HEBREWS writes about the night Jesus was experiencing here in MARK 14 …

HEBREWS 5:7-8 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

7-8 While Jesus lived on earth, He prayed to God and asked God for help.  He prayed with loud cries and tears to the One who could save Him from death, and His prayer was heard because He trusted God.  Even though Jesus was the Son of God, He learned obedience by what He suffered.

I love how American Bible teacher and pastor Henry Ironside (1876-1951) describes what happened on this night in Gethsemane, in a teaching he shared at Moody Memorial Church in Chicago, where he served as pastor-teacher for 18 years …

“As Jesus’ holy soul shrank from the awfulness of being made sin upon the cross, it was not death, but the divine anger of God the Father against sin itself, and the imputation to Jesus of all our sins that filled His soul with horror.  There was no conflict of wills.”

MARK 14:35-36 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

35 And He went a little beyond them [Peter, James, and John], and fell to the ground and began to pray that if it were possible, the hour might pass Him by.
36 And He was saying, “Abba!  Father!  All things are possible for You; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will.” [emphasis added]

It’s amazing to me that in this moment of despair, as He stood in the shadow of the cross, Jesus didn’t feel far from God the Father … in fact, He felt so close to the Father that He used the name Abba … the name Jewish children used when talking to their “daddy.”  And as Jesus opened up His heart to His Abba in prayer, God the Father didn’t take the cup of the cross away from Jesus – but God the Father poured more and more of Himself into Jesus and gave Him the strength He needed to be able to pick up - and in love and surrender drink the cup He was asking Him to drink.
Throughout The Old Testament, the cup is used as a picture of God’s wrath and judgment.  You can read and study more about this in PSALM 75:8 in ISAIAH 51:17 and in JEREMIAH 25:15.  Do you see what’s happening here?  At the CROSS, Jesus Christ would become an enemy of God – separated from God the Father for the first time in eternity – as on the CROSS Jesus would drink the cup of God the Father’s anger and judgment against the sin of the whole world, past, present, and future, so that you and I wouldn’t have to drink from that cup – AND FRIENDS, THIS WAS THE SOURCE OF JESUS’ AGONY on this night in the Garden of Gethsemane.

I love the words Jesus uses in v. 36 when He says … all things are possible for God … Gang, when we come to God in prayer, we’ve got to remember Who we’re talking to.  Nothing is too difficult for God.  Here’s what Jeremiah prayed about this truth …

JEREMIAH 32:17 (THE MESSAGE)

17 ‘Dear God, my Master, You created earth and sky by Your great power – by merely stretching out Your arm!  There is nothing You can't do.’

When we’re wresting with something that SEEMS TO BIG FOR US, TOO AWESOME FOR US, or TOO DIFFICULT FOR US, let’s remember when David faced Goliath.  Here’s what David, when he was still just a boy, said to Goliath when he walked up to him out on that battlefield, as recorded for us in FIRST SAMUEL 17 …

FIRST SAMUEL 17:45 (NEW ENGLISH TRANSLATION)

45 But David replied to Goliath, “You are coming against me with sword and spear and javelin.  But I am coming against you in the name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel’s armies …

Gang, the size of our problems is only as scary as the size of our God.  The smaller your God, of course, the more we’ll worry.  But when we realize the immensity and the power of your God, then there’s no problem that’s too big after all.  And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here …
 
FAITH LESSON 2
 
Prayer is the battlefield of our spiritual life.  Prayer is where our will is surrendered to God’s will, and where God pours His power, passion, and determination into us.  

If we’re not finding success in our lives as followers of Jesus Christ – if we’re loosing more ground than we’re gaining, the answer lies, not in trying harder, but in praying more, and not in trying to conjure up more spiritual will-power, but in praying more.  Jesus said to His Abba, not what I will, but what You will.  Some people are critical of Christians when they pray this same prayer, saying that shows a lack of faith.

But to pray Abba, not what I will, but what You will IS A PRAYER OF GREAT FAITH AND TRUST IN GOD.  And if such a prayer insults God, then Jesus Christ insulted His Father at this crucial moment in the Garden of Gethsemane.  But that’s not what happened.  Because when Jesus Christ prayed this prayer of surrender, God poured His power, His passion, and His determination into Jesus Christ just like He’ll pour it into us when we pray this prayer.

MARK 14:37-39 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

37 And He came and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep?  Could you not keep watch for one hour?
38 Keep watching and praying that you may not come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.
39 Again He went away and prayed, saying the same words.

Like you and I experience much of the time – as He comes back and finds His disciples sleeping … in Jesus Christ’s hour of greatest agony, it was just Him and God.  But let’s not look down on the disciples for falling asleep.  Yes they loved Jesus, but they were human; they were tired; and it was probably the middle of the night.  I think that when Jesus asks this question in v. 41, He isn’t ticked off.  In fact, I hear Jesus asking this question with deep compassion and merciful understanding.

And yet no doubt, Peter must have been a bit startled to hear Jesus call him Simon.  Simon means little pebble or shifting sand and it’s a name Peter hadn’t heard Jesus call him for a long time.  Back in MARK 1:42 Jesus told Simon (a name that means little pebble or shifting sand) that someday He was going to change his name from Simon to Peter, which meant the rock.

I don’t think Jesus was trying to shame Peter by calling him Simon.  I just think that Jesus wanted to remind Peter that on that night he was more like the old Simon, than the new Peter he’d been becoming over the course of the last three years he’d been in relationship with Jesus Christ.  And in Jesus’ words in v. 38 … keep watching and praying that you may not come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak … I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON for us … 

FAITH LESSON 3 

Even when Jesus knows we’re going to fail, He encourages us to move toward victory by challenging us to watch and pray.

I believe that if Peter had stayed awake in the Garden of Gethsemane, he would have been filled up with a PHYSICAL and a SPIRITUAL dependence on God that he’d never known before and I believe that that strength, that wisdom, that power, that determination, and that purpose would have given Peter what he needed to keep from denying Jesus a few hours from now after Jesus was arrested and was being questioned in the courtyard of the house of the Jewish High Priest.  In other words, God always has strength ready to pour into us when we’re on empty, when we’re weak and discouraged, but we have to come to Him in prayer to get our empty spiritual tanks filled up.  Do you ever wonder why it’s so hard to resist the temptations that come to you from all across the board?

· SEXUAL TEMPTATIONS to break your marriage vows, or to violate the vows you’ve made to God to remain sexually pure whether you’re married or not …

· RELATIONSHIP TEMPTATIONS to try and control or manipulate others, or to try to live your life through other people by pleasing them, even to your own detriment …

· PHYSICAL TEMPTATIONS to overeat or to medicate and not practice godly self-care …

· EMOTIONAL TEMPTATIONS to depend on drugs, alcohol, gambling, exercise, spending, or any other activity to diminish or flee from whatever pain you’re experiencing in life …

· SPIRITUAL TEMPTATIONS to act pious, holy and religious, instead of giving up the role of the impostor, laying down the mask of the poser, faker, and the spiritual wannabe, and admitting to God and to others that you’re human, that God is in control, not you, and that you’re going to stay in that place of honesty and spiritual surrender no matter what?

Jesus Christ’s total submission to God Father here in the Garden of Gethsemane is amazing.  I compare it to my own submission to God and I’m left asking why I’m not always totally submitted to God’s will?  And what I come back to is rooted in Jesus Christ’s answer to His disciples in v. 38 when He says … the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.  Oh friends, we must learn how to putting our flesh to death so that the power of the Spirit of God can live in us and through us …

Maybe you’ve seen the bumper sticker that says … “Lead me not into temptation – I can find the way myself.”  “But pastor Gregg, it's too hard to resist sin!”  Hey, I’m in the same boat you are.  Pastors struggle with sin in exactly the same way people not called as pastors do.  “But pastor Gregg, it’s too hard to resist sin!?”  Nonsense.  Grow up.  Because as HEBREWS 12:4 says …

HEBREWS 12:4 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

4 You’re struggling against sin, but your struggles have not yet caused you to be killed.

When we learn to use the tools God has given us … prayer, God’s Word, fellowship with other Believers, Celebrate Recovery, and more, you and I can learn to live in such a way that we’re not forever falling into the traps sin lays for us.

MARK 14:40-42 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

40 And again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what to answer Him.
41 And He came the third time, and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting?  It is enough; the hour has come; behold, the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners.
42 Get up, let’s go; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!”

Jesus keeps praying and praying and praying, but then He catches His disciples sleeping again.  I’ve heard Bible teachers say that it shows a lack of faith to pray for something more than once.  But it seems that Jesus didn’t follow that silly rule, so let’s lot follow it either.  But now, in v. 42, the time to BE PREPARED WITH PRAYER is over and the time FOR TROUBLE TO BEGIN HAS ARRIVED.  So Jesus wakes up all of His disciples because it’s time for Him to be betrayed and arrested.  I love what pastor-teacher Chuck Smith writes about this time in the life of Jesus Christ …

“Real battles are won in the prayer closet before you get to the battlefield.  You can do more than pray after you’ve prayed, but you really can’t do any more for God than pray, until you’ve prayed.  You can’t really do any real work or service for God apart from prayer.”

MARK 14:42-45 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

43 Immediately while He was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, came up accompanied by a crowd with swords and clubs, who were from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders.
44 Now he who was betraying Him had given them a signal, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the one; seize Him and lead Him away under guard.”
45 After coming, Judas immediately went to Him, saying, "Rabbi!" and kissed Him.
 
In JOHN 18:3, the Apostle John tells us that the crowd who came to arrest Jesus was a cohort … a military term referring very specifically to a posse of 600 men … and this cohort showed up in the Garden of Gethsemane to arrest Jesus armed to the teeth.

Apparently, Jesus looked just like one of the other disciples … so Judas had to specifically identify Him for the sake of the arresting soldiers.  And oddly enough Judas chose to identify Jesus by greeting Him with a kiss – which was a lousy attempt at fake affection, especially when he added the words “Rabbi!” to the greeting.

MARK 14:46-48 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

46 They laid hands on Him and seized Him.
47 But one of those who stood by drew his sword, and struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear.
48 And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me, as you would against a robber?

In JOHN 18:10, the Apostle John, identifies the swordsman Mark leaves unidentified as the Apostle Peter, and also tells us that the name of the high priest’s servant was Malchus.  And in LUKE 22:51 the Apostle Luke tells us that Jesus healed the damage done by Peter.  What a beautiful example of the power of Jesus Christ to heal and restore, and the power of the Gospel to make whole again that, which is wounded.

Have you ever been the victim of some kind of spiritual brutality?  Oh, probably not with an actual sword forged out of steel … but have you ever been attacked by one of Jesus Christ’s immature disciples using the Sword of the spirit - the Word of God that the Apostle Paul teaches us about in EPHESIANS 6:17?  Or perhaps you’ve been the one carelessly swinging Sword of the spirit the way Peter did here?

Gang, the Sword of the spirit - the Word of God can be rightly used as a SCALPEL to do soul-surgery on people’s hearts … and help us toward the spiritual maturity we say we long for.  Or the Sword of the spirit - the Word of God can be wrongly used to randomly and unjustly hack of people’s spiritual ears.  And so before you pull out the Sword of the spirit - the Word of God and start swinging, do God, and yourself, and others a favor, and check your motivation.  Ask yourself …

Am I just using God’s Word as a SWORD in an effort to be right, to try and win an argument, or in an attempt to conquer somebody?

Or am I using God’s Word as a SCALPEL because I love the people I’m dealing with, or because they're lost and confused in their disobedience, or mistaken about the true nature of God and needing to see the way back to God?

Fortunately, Jesus Christ is able to heal people if they've been hurt in this way by the Sword of the spirit - the Word of God.  I know some of you here this morning can give testimony to this truth.  I love the response Jesus gives to Peter … a response the Apostle Luke records for us in LUKE 22:51 … “Stop!  Enough!  No more of this” and this word translated enough means sufficient or paid in full.  And then Jesus touched Malchus’ ear and healed him.  Gang, let's not be the ones responsible for the spiritual injuries of other people.  Let's be careful in our use of the Sword of the spirit - the Word of God … and not use it to assault people.  And in Malchus’ healing I see a FOURTH FAITH LESSON  … 

FAITH LESSON 4 

Jesus Christ and the power of the Gospel can restore what you and I, even in our religious zeal, so often destroy. 

How easy it is to get out of step with Jesus when we think we’re serving or even defending Him!

ILLUSTRATION … There’s a sad story about two prominent 19th-Century American pastor-teachers named Newman Smith and Robert Hall.  A controversy arose between the Smith and Hall on some theological point they were in disagreement over, and Smith wrote a bitter pamphlet denouncing Hall and his doctrine he saw as errant.

Having finished the pamphlet, Smith was having trouble coming up with what he thought was a proper title.  So he sent it to a good friend for a suggestion.  Some time earlier Smith had written a helpful and widely read pamphlet entitled, “Come to Jesus.”

When Smith’s friend read his new pamphlet railing against Hall and using all kinds of Scripture to try to nail him theologically to the wall, he sent the pamphlet back to Smith with this suggestion, “Dearest Newman, the title I suggest for your pamphlet speaking out against Robert Hall is ‘Go to Hell, by the author of Come to Jesus!’”

Oh friends, isn’t it time to let the power of Jesus Christ take over and bring healing where our own sinful choices have brought about brokenness and destruction … even those things done in the name of religious zeal, and false spiritual piety?  

MARK 14:49-50 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

49 Every day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize Me; but this has taken place to fulfill the Scriptures.”
50 And they all left Him and fled.

Jesus understands that everything that’s happening on this night is happening so that the more than 300 prophecies about Him, the Messiah, found throughout The Old Testament might be fulfilled.  And now that Jesus has been identified and arrested, the disciples scatter into the night – seeking out safe places from which they could try and figure out all that was happening.  You and I know the rest of the story.  We know how the MANGER and CROSS are connected.  We know about the RESURRECTION.  And while Jesus has spoken to them some about what will happen, they’re no doubt struggling to keep their faith in Jesus, just like you and I would if we’d been them.

A few of them (at least Peter and John that we know of) followed Jesus and His arresters from a distance to see what would happen.  But none of them stood beside Jesus and said, “I’ve given my life to this Rabbi.  He’s the Messiah.  And what you accuse Him of, you may also accuse me of.”  Instead, what Jesus had prophetically spoken to His disciples earlier in MARK 14:27 … which was a quote from ZECHARIAH 13:7 … was coming true … “You will all fall away, because it is written, ‘THE SHEPHERD WILL BE STRUCK DOWN, AND THE SHEEP SHALL BE SCATTERED.’

And we’ll close this morning’s teaching with a couple of my favorite verses … because they’re funny in their description and important in their understanding.

MARK 14:51-52 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

51 A young man was following Him, wearing nothing but a linen sheet over his naked body; and they seized him.
52 But he pulled free of the linen sheet and escaped naked.

I find it interesting that MARK, which is the earliest and the shortest of the four Gospels, is the only Gospel that includes this unusual story.  Here Jesus is forsaken by everyone, even a young follower, who in the confusion ran off into the night in nothing but his toga.  And once the Romans tried to put their hands on him, he even slipped out of his toga and escaped naked.  Since the earliest days of the church, commentators have believed this young man to be the man who penned this Gospel account himself … Mark.  I guess it was Mark’s humble way of saying, “I was there.”

Many Bible Scholars teach that the upper room where Jesus held the last supper (a part of the story Tom Stanwyck taught through several weeks ago now) … that this upper room was at a home owned by Mark’s family … as ACTS 12:12 tells us that the disciples met often in Jerusalem at the home of Mark’s mother.

So maybe this cohort of 600 soldiers and Judas first came to Mark’s home, because that’s where Judas had last been with Jesus and the other disciples earlier on this same night.  And when they found the upper room empty, it would have been easy for Judas to suppose that they’d gone over to the Garden of Gethsemane, because that’s where they often went to pray (cf., LUKE 22:39).

The word young man in v. 51 (neaniskos) refers to a man in his early 20s.  So after Judas and the Roman posse started out for the Garden of Gethsemane, it’s easy to imagine that the then quite young Mark hurriedly dressed in a simple linen sheet, or toga (think pajamas or night shirt) and set out to beat them to Gethsemane so he could warn Jesus.  Friends, let’s look at these verses in MARK 14:32-52 and …

· Let’s LEARN from Jesus’ success and see Him as our example in trusting and obeying God, no matter the cost.

· Let’s LEARN from the disciples’ failure and watch and pray that we not enter into temptation.

· Let’s RECOGNIZE what Jesus was doing on this night He was doing because He loved you and me, and was planning to die on the cross in our place and for our sins.
 
NEXT SUNDAY ROBIN BAKER, 2ND STREETER, AND GFU PRESIDENT, WILL TEACH GOD’S WORD TO US.  INVITE SOMEONE WHO ISN’T YET PART OF A CHURCH FAMILY TO JOIN YOU … AND COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!

AND JOIN PASTOR GREGG AND OTHER 2ND STREETERS AT THE CHURCH OFFICE ON THURSDAY MORNING AT 6:00 A.M. TO STUDY GOD’S WORD FROM THE ANNUAL BIBLE READING PLAN! 
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